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Such a Person
translated by Jeremy Tiang

That evening, the void deck was full of family and close relatives.

When the mortician arrived to place Eighth Uncle in his coffin, everyone
stepped back on either side to give him room. Uncle had prepared the clothes
he wanted to be laid out in while still alive — apparently the uniform he'd worn
back in the day, whilst being trained in guerilla warfare. The outfit now appeared
baggy on his scrawny frame. As for a hat — Eighth Aunt said he'd had too many
strapped on his head during his lifetime, and she wanted him to depart with the
sky above him free and clear.

She quietly tucked a little red book into his left chest pocket. The mortician
carefully cleaned the old scars on his right arm, even though they'd be covered by
the long sleeve of his shirt.

A few of the cousins were busy checking the contents of the obituary,
particularly the accuracy of the family relationships and names. As for Eighth
Uncle's own name — wasn't it just 'Mr Chan How Ming'? Why the extra two
words 'Chan Zan'?

Who was Chan Zan? How come we'd never heard of him? We looked
for the answer in Eighth Uncle's metal trunk. Apart from some colonial-era
documents and yellowing photographs, there was also an old thread-bound book
of classic poems, with a dedication on the title page: 'From your comrade-in-
arms, Socialist Youth Group.' We also found some newspaper clippings, one of
which was headlined 'Former MCP (Ma Gong) member surrenders......" and a
picture beneath which was printed 'Chan Zan.'

'What's MCP (Ma Gong)?'

'Malaysia Crashes Planes?'

'It sounds like Multi-Coloured Porcelain — some antique of Uncle's.'

'It's those kings of the jungle.'

'Perhaps it's some utopian landscape.'

'Maybe it's a distant relative of Ma Yun.'

'You're all wrong,' said Eighth Aunt. 'Chan Zan is still alive in the jungle.
So let him rest there in peace! No rituals during the wake. He sent a dream not
long ago, saying someone wanted to see him......"

The darkness that Eighth Uncle was now walking through, the Marx of his
youth once visited.
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Shadow

translated by Catherine Platt
(Features Editor, Mala-The Bookworm Literary Journal)

After the rain I took a shortcut home through the neighbourhood park.
In the underbrush I came across a Rhinoceros Beetle and was unable to avoid
stepping on it; with a cracking sound its uneven long black horn broke off.

When I got home Mother was saying her routine evening prayers.
Sometime after dinner, I noticed a shadow wavering on the altar where she burns
incense before Father’s memorial tablet. I went to take a closer look and to my
surprise found it was a Rhinoceros Beetle, covered in incense ash and missing its
long hard horn.

“He was here last night!” Mother said, squinting at the beetle. “I chased
him off this afternoon but looks like he flew back again!”

“Oh — ” That struggling shadow stirred a memory, of a rainy day in my
childhood, when my father came to meet me with an umbrella, slipped on the wet
pavement and got up again only with great effort.
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